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CARING FOR YOUR KITTEN
Bringing the kitten home   
Moving to a new home is very stressful for a kitten. Give it reassurance and time to adjust to the new surroundings before making introductions to any other animals in the household. Make sure all the doors and windows are closed and that there is a guard in front of the fireplace (a dark, quiet chimney can be very inviting to a nervous kitten). Make sure that the kitten knows where the bed, litter tray and food bowls are.  (1)
The kitten’s bed should be a refuge to retreat to if things become too stressful. It needs to be warm, dry, comfortable and draught free. There are many types of bed to choose from or you can put some warm bedding inside a strong dry cardboard box with a hole cut in the side. Putting it in a warm secure corner (near a radiator in the winter) will make it welcoming and the kitten feel secure. On the first few nights a warm water bottle under a blanket may help to compensate for the absence of the kitten's mother or littermates. (2)
Introducing other pets and children   
Introduction to other household residents should be gradual, gentle and very quiet. Excited children can easily injure a kitten unintentionally so always supervise play and do not allow the kitten to be picked up unnecessarily. Children should be encouraged to sit on the floor and wait for the kitten to explore them. Make sure that the kitten is allowed to stop playing when it wants to and is not treated like a toy. Kittens, like many young animals, will need a lot of sleep and should be allowed time to rest.  (3)
Introducing a kitten to a dog or cat needs to be undertaken carefully to avoid conflict. A bad experience can be difficult to overcome. If you have a large mesh pen in which the kitten can sit safely while the resident cat or dog can gradually get used to it, this is an ideal way to make introductions. Some dogs, especially those not used to cats or of an excitable or aggressive disposition, need extra special care for introductions. They should be kept as calm as possible on the lead and made to sit quietly. The new kitten should be given a safe position in the room and allowed to get used to the dog and approach if it wants. This may take quite some time and requires patience and rewards for the dog if it behaves well. (4)
When you first take a kitten home feed it on the same food it has been used to. A sudden change of diet combined with the stress of adapting to a new home can cause stomach upsets and diarrhoea. If you want to change the diet, do so gradually by mixing it with the kitten's usual food. Kittens have very small stomachs and have to be fed little and often, like babies. (5)
There are foods which have been specially formulated for kittens because they have different nutritional needs to the fully grown cat. Read and follow the feeding instructions carefully. If the food is marked 'complete' it contains everything the kitten needs to stay healthy. If it is marked 'complementary' it does not supply all the kitten needs and should be fed with other foods. (6)
Do not give your kitten cow's milk as it can cause diarrhoea. If you wish to feed milk use one that is specially formulated for cats. Diarrhoea that persists for more than 24 hours requires veterinary attention. Fresh drinking water should be available at all times. (7)
Going outside   
Your kitten should not be allowed outside until at least a week after it has finished its first course of vaccinations at about 13 - 14 weeks old (depending on the vaccine). Once it is fully vaccinated and has become used to life in your house, you can start to let your kitten go outside. Choose a dry day (if possible) and a quiet time and accompany your kitten outside, allowing it to explore the new environment. Continue to accompany the kitten until it is used to your garden and can find its way back to the house without difficulty. It is best not to leave your kitten outside alone until it is 6 months old. (8)
1.      Explain three things you should do to help a kitten settle into its new home? (1)
(3)
2.      Why might a kitten feel a little lost and lonely when settling in?  (2)


(2)
3.      Why should children be supervised when they’re playing with a kitten?  (3)

(2)
4.      What does the writer mean – a kitten should ‘not be treated like a toy’?  (3)    
(2) 
5.      How should a kitten be introduced to other animals in the house?   (4)

(3)   

6.      How and why should kitten be fed like (human) babies?   (5)



(2)

7.      Explain the difference between ‘complete’ and ‘complementary’ food.  (6)

(2)
8.      What should kittens not be fed cow’s milk?  (7)




(1)

9.      Why do you think a kitten needs a course of vaccinations?  (8)


(1)

10.    Describe how you should get a kitten used to playing outside?  (8)


(3)
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 ‘FREE KITTENS’

 Jim Willis

The sign was hand-lettered and read “FREE KITTENS.” It appeared there two or three times a year, sometimes spelled this way, sometimes that, but the message was always the same.  (1)
In a corner of the farmhouse back porch was a torn cardboard box with a dirty towel inside, on which huddled a handful of kittens of different colors, mewing and blinking and waiting for their mama to return from hunting in the fields. The mother cat managed to show them enough interest for the first few weeks, but after having two or three litters per year, she was worn out and her milk barely lasted long enough for her babies to survive.  (2)

One by one, people showed up over the next several days and each took a kitten. Before they left the farmer’s wife always said the same thing, “You make sure you give that one a good home - I've become very attached to that one.”  (3)
One by one the kittens and their new people drove down the long driveway and past the sign on the mailbox post, “FREE KITTENS.”  (4)
The ginger girl kitten was the first to be picked. Her four-year-old owner loved her very much, but the little boy accidentally injured the kitten's shoulder by picking her up the wrong way, tossing her up in the air and catching her. Although the kitten meowed piteously, the boy thought she was enjoying the game and continued it for ages. The boy couldn't be blamed really - no adult had shown him the proper way to handle a kitten. He had named the kitten “Ginger” and was very sad a few weeks later when his older brother and his friends were playing ‘Chase’ in the living room and one of them sat on the kitten. (5)

The solid white boy kitten with blue eyes was the next to leave with a couple by the name of Gantry. Even before they got into their car, they announced the kitten’s name would be ‘Snowball.’ Unfortunately, he never learned his name. After the first few days, the couple got bored with him and paid him so little attention they failed to realise Snowball was deaf. On his first excursion outside he was run over in the driveway and buried under a rosebush.  (6)

Snowball’s brother, a beautiful red tabby, was more fortunate being ‘adopted’ by an elderly lady named Jemima. So thrilled was she by the handsome little fellow that she immediately took ‘Erik’ round to visit all her neighbours. Though terrified by some of the cats and dogs he met, Erik was treated like a little prince. Sadly his good fortunate did not last, for Jemima had ignored the need to have him vaccinated – “but he looked so health and happy,” she explained. Unable to meet the expenses of having Erik treated by the local vet., she allowed Nature to take its course, and Erik passed away in his sleep. (7)

The pitch-black male kitten grew up to be a fine example of a tomcat. However, the man who’d purchased him and named him ‘Killer’ moved home after a year and abandoned Killer to his own devices. The tomcat spent a few happy (more-or-less) months roaming the neighbourhood, slaughtering small birds and defending his territory until one day he was cornered by another ‘Killer’ – a Rottweiler who lived up to his name. To his credit, Killer (the cat) put up a fierce fight until the inevitable. (8)

A pretty woman, Bella by name, driving a white van, took the last two kittens, a gray boy and a brown tiger-striped girl. She promised they would always stay together. She sold them for fifteen pounds each to a laboratory. To this day, they are still together...in a jar of alcohol.  (9)

For whatever reason - because Heaven is in a different time zone, or because not even cat souls can be trusted to travel in a straight line without meandering - all the kittens arrived at Heaven's Gate simultaneously. They batted and licked each other in glee, romped for awhile, and then solemnly marched through the gate, right past a sign lettered in gold: 

"YOU ARE FINALLY FREE, KITTENS."   (10)

1.     What did the sign at the farm mean?   (1)





(1)

2.     What evidence tells us the kittens were not well cared for?  (2)


(3)
3.     The farmer’s wife claims she really loved every kitten?  

        Explain why you might find this hard to believe?  (3)




(2)
4.     Do you think the four-year-old boy is to blamed for what happened

        to the kitten he named ‘Ginger’.  Give reasons for your opinion.  (5)


(3)

5.    How does what happened to ‘Snowball’ make you feel?  Give your reasons.  (6)
(3)
6.    What mistake did Jemima make in looking after Erik?  (7)



(2)
7.    In what way did ‘Killer’, the Rottweiler’ ‘live up to his name’?
 (8)


(2)

8.    How did Bella show she was dishonest in her treatment of the last two kittens? (9)
(2)
9.    How did the kittens feel when they were reunited in Heaven?  (10)


(2)

10.  What do you think this story is trying to tell us?  Do you think it does this well?  
(3)
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Cat-Meowing (and what it means)
Cats do most of their meowing when they want something but they do occasionally meow to say hello. However, there may be times when a cat starts meowing more or less constantly, and that can be quite a headache as much for you as for the cat. Most cats who constantly meow are doing so because they're trying to tell you something. Please bear in mind that your cat doesn't meow just to annoy you and the quicker you can figure out the reasons for the noise, the quicker it will stop. Try some of these.  (1)

Firstly, make sure that your cat isn't meowing due to an illness or medical problem. Cats do meow to communicate, not just to demand things, so illness should be ruled out first of all. If there’s no sign of illness, check these out.  (2)
· Feed on a regular basis. Try  feeding your cat at set times/regular intervals so they can anticipate when they're next going to eat. You can also try leaving down the dry cat food/biscuits so that your cat can nibble whenever they get hungry. However, if your cat has a tendency to over-eat, this may not be wise.  (3)
· Install a cat flap. Most cats can never make up their minds if they want to be in or outside. My cat is in heaven during the summer when I can leave the back door open and he can wander in and out at much as he pleases. If your cat is always in and out, a cat flap is a great option. They're fairly cheap and easy to install and you buy ones which have magnets on them so only YOUR cat can get in; otherwise you can be sure of lots of unwelcome visitors.  (4)

· Play. Some cats meow a lot because they want some attention and affection. Stroke and play with your cat often to keep them from feeling lonely or neglected. A bored cat is not a happy cat.  (5)
· Discipline. Don't let your cat drive you round the bend with excessive meowing - take charge. You can either ignore them which will eventually make them stop if you don't give in (very hard to do!) or you can try the old favourites of a squirt with a water spray or a firm 'NO' and a clap of the hands. Eventually your kitty will realise that constant meowing will get them nowhere. Please ensure you remember to praise your cat and give extra attention to them when they're not meowing. (6)
· Try asking. And, if all else fails, try asking him what’s up. (7)
1.     What is the main reason a cat may start meowing?   (1)



(1)
2.     What other reason can there be for a cat to meow?  (1)




(1)
3.     Why should you try to understand why your cat is meowing?  (1)


(2)

4.     What is the first thing to try and discover if your cat is meowing all the time?
(2)
(1)
5.     Why does a cat appreciate being fed at regular intervals?  (3)



(1)
6.     What kind of cats should not be provided with ‘nibbles’?  Why not?
(3)

(2)
7.     Why does most cats love having a cat-flap?  (4)




(1)
8.     Explain one advantage and one disadvantage of providing a cat-flap?  (4)

(2)
9.     Why might a cat feel lonely and neglected?  (5)




(2)
10.   What three ways of stopping a cat meowing too much are described in (6)?

(3)

11.   Why should you ‘reward’ your cat when he is not meowing all the time?  (6)

(2)
12.   The writer advises asking your cat ‘what’s up?’ if nothing else works.

        How serious do you think the writer is?  Explain your answer?  (7)


(3)
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DAILY LIFE IN TUDOR TIMES

Tim Lambert
http://www.localhistories.org/tudor.html
The Tudors were a Welsh-English family who ruled England and Wales from 1485 to 1603 (118  years). The Tudor monarchs were: Henry VII, Henry VIII, Edward VI, Jane Grey, Mary I, and Elizabeth II.  Poor Jane Grey only ruled for 9 days before Mary I had her arrested and later executed. The symbol of the Tudors was the Tudor Rose.  
TUDOR ENGLAND  
In Tudor England most of the population lived in small villages and made their living from farming. However, towns grew larger and more important. During the 16th century trade and industry grew rapidly and England became a more and more commercial country. Mining of coal, tin and lead flourished. So did the iron industry. During this period England became richer and richer. (1)
In the 15th century the population of England may have been around 2 1/2 million. It rose steadily during the 16th century. By 1525 it had risen to around 3 million and by 1600 it was about 4 million.  (2)
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TUDOR SOCIETY

Tudor society was divided into four broad groups. At the top were the nobility who owned huge amounts of land. Below them were the gentry and rich merchants. Gentlemen owned large amounts of land and they were usually educated and had a family coat of arms. Most important gentlemen never did any manual work - that was beneath their dignity! Below the gentry were yeomen and craftsmen. Yeomen owned their own land. They could be as wealthy as gentlemen but they worked alongside their men. Yeomen and craftsmen were often able to read and write. Below the yeomen were the tenant farmers who rented their land from the rich. There were also wage labourers. They were often illiterate and very poor.  (3)
In the 16th century about 50% of the population lived at subsistence level. In other words they had just enough food, clothes and shelter to survive. For them life was very hard. However it was possible to move from one class to another. A yeoman could buy a coat of arms and become a gentleman, if he could afford it. In this way, it was possible for an ambitious young man to rise in the world.  (4)
In the 16th century the power of the monarchy increased. During the Middle Ages the barons held castles, which were very difficult to capture so it was easy for them to rebel. Cannons changed all that. (Guns were invented in the 14th century and they gradually became more efficient). (5)
THE POOR IN TUDOR ENGLAND

With the rise in population during the 16th century jobs were not always easy to find. In Tudor times there were thousands of people without jobs wandering around looking for work. There were also disabled beggars. There were also people who pretended to be mad or disabled in order to beg. Tudor governments tolerated people who were disabled begging. However they did not tolerate able-bodied people without jobs wandering around. They saw such 'sturdy vagabonds' as a threat to law and order. They were treated very harshly. (6)
Since the 14th century there had been laws against vagabonds but in 1530 a new law was passed. The old and disabled poor were to be given licences to beg. However anyone roaming without a job was tied to a cart in the nearest market town and whipped till they were bloody. They were then forced to return to the parish where they had been born or where they had lived for the last 3 years. (7)

A law of 1536 was more severe. Vagabonds were whipped the first time. However for a second offence they part of their right ear was cut off (so they could be easily identified wherever they went). For a third offence they were hanged. However officers of the law were reluctant to carry out such terrible punishments. A law of 1547 chided them for 'foolish pity and mercy'. This terrible law was abolished in 1550. Once again flogging was made the punishment for vagrancy – wandering around the countryside without looking for work. (8)
Furthermore every parish was commanded to build a workhouse for the old and disabled poor. They would be housed in the workhouse and made to do any work they were capable of. However in 1572 the law was made more severe again. For a first offence a vagabond would be whipped and burned in the right ear with a red-hot iron. (Unless some kindly employer was willing to give him a job). For a second offence he would be hanged (again unless an employer gave him a job). For a third offence he would be hanged regardless. (9)

In 1576 the law regarding the old and disabled was changed again. This time the parishes were ordered to supply them with materials like flax, hemp, wool and iron. They were to do any work they could in their own homes. Any old or disabled person who refused to work was sent to a House of Correction where conditions were very harsh. However, in 1597 the death penalty for being a vagabond was abolished in England.  (10)
Questions about Tudor England

1.     In Tudor times, did most people live in the countryside or in towns?  (1)
(1)
2.     List 4 industries that became very successful in the 16th century?  (1)

(4)
3.     Why do you think the population of England grew so quickly 

        in the 16th century?  (2)







(2)
4.    Who owned most of the land in Tudor times?  (3)



(1)
5.    What did the noble families have to show they were important?  (3)

(1)
6.    Explain the difference between yeomen farmers and tenant farmers? (3)
(2)
7.    What do we call poor people who worked only for wages?  (3)


(1)
8.    What does it mean if a family are living at ‘subsistence level’?
(4)

(2)
9.    What did many young ambitious men want to do?  (4)



(2)
10.  Explain why barons lost so much of their power in the 16th century. (5)
(3)
11.  Why was work difficult to find in Tudor times?  (6)



(2)
12.  How did Tudor governments treat beggars who were really disabled?
(6)
(1)
13.  Who were the ‘sturdy vagabonds’?  (6)





(1)
14.  What important changes to the law took place in 1530?  (7)


(3)
15.  List the three severe punishments that were introduced in 1536?  (8)

(3)
16.  Why were workhouses built in every parish?  (9)



(2)
17.  How could a vagabond be saved from a terrible punishment?  (9)

(1)

18.  Explain why a vagabond might be hanged?  (9)




(2)
19.  What importance change was made to the law in 1576?
 (10)


(1)
20.  Why do you think the death penalty for being a vagabond was finally

       abolished in 1597?  (10)







(2)
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This is what a Tudor vagabond looked like in the 16th century.
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TUDOR PUNISHMENTS 
Tudor punishments were simple but harsh. In the 16th century minor crimes were often punished by the pillory or the stocks. The pillory was a wooden frame on a pole with holes through which a person's head and hands were placed. The frame was then locked and the person was subjected to humiliation and ridicule. The stocks was a wooden frame with holes through which a person's feet were placed and they were humiliated in the same way. Other common punishments were flogging and branding with red hot irons.  (1)
More serious crimes were punished by death. Beheading was reserved for the wealthy. Ordinary people were usually hanged. (They were suspended with a rope round their neck until they were strangled to death). However there were worse ways of killing people. (2)
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In Tudor England the punishment for treason was hanging, drawing and quartering. The person was drawn on a hurdle pulled by a horse to the place of execution. They were hanged (strangled by being suspended by a rope) but when they were still alive and sometimes conscious they were cut down. The executioner cut open their stomach and 'drew out' their entrails. Finally the person was beheaded and his body was cut into quarters.  (3)
TUDOR EDUCATION

Boys usually went to a kind of nursery school called a 'petty school' first then moved onto grammar school when they were about seven. The school day began at 6 am in summer and 7 am in winter (people went to bed early and got up early in those days). Lunch was from 11 am to 1 pm. School finished at about 5pm. Boys went to school 6 days a week and there were few holidays.  (4)

Many children learned to read and write with something called a hornbook. It was not a book in the modern sense. Instead it was a wooden board with a handle. Fixed to the board was a sheet of paper with the alphabet and the Lord's Prayer (the Our Father) written on it. The paper was usually protected by a thin slice of animal horn.  (5)
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Discipline in Tudor schools was savage. The teacher often had a stick with birch twigs attached to it. Boys were hit with the birch twigs on their bare buttocks. At about 15 or 16 the brightest boys might go to one of England's two universities, Oxford and Cambridge. Many boys did not go to school at all. If they were lucky they might get a 7-year apprenticeship and learn a trade. Some craftsmen could read and write but few labourers could. (6)
As for girls, in a rich family a tutor usually taught them at home. In a middle class family their mother might teach them. Upper class and middle class women were educated. However lower class girls were not.  Children from rich families usually had their marriages arranged for them. If they refused to marry the person their parents chose they were beaten until they changed their minds. Children from poorer families had more choice over whom to marry. Yet girls usually married young. Many were married when they were only 15 or 16. Boys often married between the ages of 18 and 21. (7)
Tudor children who did not go to school were expected to work. They helped their parents by doing tasks such as scaring birds when seeds were sown. They also helped to weave wool and did other household tasks.  (8)

Questions about punishments and education in Tudor times

1.    How did people humiliate the wretches in the pillory or the stocks?  (1)

(3)
2.    Name two other punishments that were often used.  (1)




(2)
3.    Why do you think wealthy people were beheaded rather than hanged?
 (2)

(2)
4.    What do you think was the worst part of being hanged, drawn and quartered? (3)
(2)
5.    Do you think the school days were too long for Tudor boys?

       Give reasons for your answer?  (4)






(3)
6.    Explain how pupils used a ‘hornbook’ in their lessons.  (5)



(3)
7.    In your opinion, was punishment too harsh in Tudor schools?  

       Give reasons for your answer.  (6)






(3)
8.    What happened to girls who refused to accept an arranged marriage?  (7)

(2)
9.    Why do you think people married so young in Tudor times?  (7)


(2)

10.  Describe the ways in which poorer children helped at home.  (8)


(2)
Monday 4th April 2016 – complete in your reading journal
[image: image11.png]


On Christmas Eve in Spain, as the stars come out, tiny oil lamps are lit that twinkle in every window. After Midnight Mass, the streets are filled with dancers. Whole families join in the Jota, a Christmas dance that has been handed down for hundreds of years, and dance to the sound of guitars and castanets.  (1)
In Spain, the Three Wise Men, who brought gifts for the baby Jesus are very important. Children fill shoes with straw or barley, which they leave for the camels that carried the Wise Men to the Holy Land. The shoes are left on balconies on the night of January 6th. In the morning, the children wake up to find the straw and barley have gone. In their place are little gifts left by the Wise Men.  (2)
Most homes set up a manger, complete with carved figures of the Wise Men, angels, shepherds, and of course the Holy Family. During the week before Christmas, Spanish families often gather round the manger to sing Christmas songs and hymns while children play tambourines and dance. Christmas is a deeply religious time in Spain, and it is also a time to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Christmas Eve is known as ‘Nochebuena’ or ‘the Good Night’.  Families gather round the Nativity scenes to wish each other Happy Christmas, to exchange gifts, and to enjoy Christmas treats such as turron, a kind of delicious almond candy.  (3)
Christmas is a deeply religious holiday in Spain. The country's patron saint is the Mary, the mother of Jesus, and the Christmas season officially begins December 8, to celebrate the occasion when the Angel Gabriel gave Mary the news that she was going to be the Mother of God’s son. . A special celebration is held each year in front of the great Gothic cathedral in Seville with a ceremony called the “Dance of Six.” Oddly, this centuries-old dance is now performed by not six but ten richly-costumed boys. The dance is quite moving and beautiful. (4)
December 28 is the Feast of the Holy Innocents, the terrible time when King Herod ordered his soldiers to kill all the new-born baby boys in Bethlehem. Fortunately, Joseph, husband of Mary, was warned in a dream, and the Holy Family was able to escape to Egypt. On this day in Spain, young boys of a town or village light bonfires, and one of them is elected Mayor for the day. This gives him the right to order grown-ups to carry out chores such as sweeping the streets, or else pay a fine which is used to pay for the celebrations.  (6)
Christmas in Spain

1,    When do people place oil lamps in their windows?


(1 mark)

2.    Why do the oil lamps remind us of little stars?



(1 mark)
3.    Where do people go for the service of Midnight Mass?


(1 mark)
4.    What is the Spanish name for the dancing in the streets?

(1 mark)
5.    Who take part in the Christmas street dance?



(1 mark)
6.    What did the Three Wise Men bring for the baby Jesus?

(1 mark)

7.    Why do the children fill shoes with straw and barley?


(1 mark)

8.    Where are the shoes left?






(1 mark)

9.    Where are the shoes left?






(1 mark)

10.  What do the children discover in the morning?



(1 mark)

11.  What figures are placed inside the manger?



(2 marks)
12.  What do many Spanish families do around the manger?


(2 marks)
13.  What is the Christmas treat called turron?



(1 mark)
14.  When does the Christmas season officially begin in Spain?

(1 mark)
15.  Describe what takes place during the ‘Dance of Six’?


(2 marks)
16.  What terrible thing happened on December 28th?


(2 marks)
17.  Why was the Holy Family able to escape Herod?


(1 mark)
18.  To where did the Holy Family escape?




(1 mark)
19.  How is a boy Mayor chosen in each town or village?


(1 mark)
20.  What can the boy Mayor do for a day?




(2 marks)
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THE CORAL ISLAND

R. M. Ballantyne

Three boys, Ralph (the narrator), Jack and Peterkin, are the sole survivors of a shipwreck on the coral reef of a large but uninhabited Polynesian island. At first their life on the island is perfect; food, in the shape of fruits, fish and wild pigs, is plentiful, and using their only possessions; a broken telescope, an iron-bound oar and a small axe, they fashion a shelter and even construct a small boat.  Their first contact with other people comes after several months when they observe…….  (1)
“A sail! a sail!  Ralph, Jack, look! Away on the horizon there, just by the entrance to the lagoon!” cried Peterkin, as we scrambled up the rocks. “So it is, and a schooner, too!” said Jack, as he proceeded hastily to scramble into the rags of our clothing.  (2)
Our hearts were thrown into a terrible flutter by this discovery, for if it should touch at our island we had no doubt the captain would be happy to give us a passage to some of the civilized islands, where we could find a ship sailing for England, or some other part of Europe, from where we could easily make out way home. With joyful anticipations we hastened to the highest point of rock near our dwelling, and awaited the arrival of the vessel, for we now perceived that she was making straight for the island, under a steady breeze. (3)
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In less than an hour she was close to the reef, where she rounded to, and backed her topsails in order to survey the coast.  Seeing this, and fearing that they might not perceive us, we all three waved pieces of cocoa-nut cloth in the air, and soon had the satisfaction of seeing them beginning to lower a boat and bustle about the decks as if they meant to land.  Suddenly a flag was run up to the peak, a little cloud of white smoke rose from the schooner's side, and, before we could guess their intentions, a cannon-shot came crashing through the bushes, carried away several cocoa-nut trees in its passage, and burst in atoms against the cliff a few yards below the spot on which we stood.  (4)
With feelings of terror we now observed that the flag at the schooner's peak was black, with a Death's head and cross bones upon it.  As we gazed at each other in blank amazement, the word “pirate” escaped our lips simultaneously.  (5)
“What is to be done?” cried Peterkin, as we observed a boat shoot from the vessel's side, and make for the entrance of the reef.  “If they take us off the island, it will either be to throw us overboard for sport, or to make pirates of us.”  (6)
I did not reply, but looked at Jack, as being our only resource in this emergency.  He stood with folded arms, and his eyes fixed with a grave, anxious expression on the ground.  “There is but one hope,” said he, turning with a sad expression of countenance to Peterkin; “perhaps, after all, we may not have to resort to it.  If these villains are anxious to take us, they will soon overrun the whole island.  But come, follow me.”  (7)
Stopping abruptly in his speech, Jack bounded into the woods, and led us by a circuitous route to Spouting Cliff.  Here he halted, and, advancing cautiously to the rocks, glanced over their edge.  We were soon by his side, and saw the boat, which was crowded with armed men, just touching the shore.  In an instant the crew landed, formed line, and rushed up to our shelter. Now, boys, we have but one chance left,--the Diamond Cave.”  (8)
We spent an anxious but quite comfortable night in the cave since we’d left food supplies there for just such an emergency as this. In the morning, I woke first and determined to discover what was up with our unexpected and undesirable ‘guests’. I did not wake my friends, knowing they would do their best to dissuade me from taking such a risk. So leaving them soundly sleeping, out of the cave and off to the beach I crept.  (9)
Standing on the warm, golden sand, I was thrilled and relieved to see no sign of the pirates’ schooner. I scanned the horizon for a full minute, then gave vent to a deep sigh of relief: “Yes, they’ve gone. Those villains have been deprived of their prey this time.”  (10)
 “Don’t be sure of that, puppy!” said a deep voice at my side; while, at the same moment, a heavy hand grasped my shoulder, and held it as if in a vice.  (11)

1.    What do the boys live on while they are on the island?   (1)


3 marks
2.    What do you think is their most useful tool?  Why?  (1)



2 marks

3.    How long is it before they see other people?  (1)



1 mark

4.    Who spots the sail on the horizon?   (2)





1 mark

5.    What type of vessel do the boys see?  (2)




1 mark
6.    Why are the boys so excited to see a ship?  (3)




2 marks

7.    Why did the boys climb to the highest point of a rock?  (3)


1 mark

8.    How did the boys try to attract the ship’s attention?  (4)



1 mark

9.    How do you think the boys felt when they saw it was a pirate ship?  (5)
2 marks
10   What did Peterkin think would happen if they were captured?  (6)

2 marks
11   Why do you think Peterkin and Ralph turned to Jack?  (7)


1 mark

12   How did the pirates know the island was inhabited?  (8)


1 mark

13   Why had the boys left food supplies in the Diamond Cave?  (9)

1 mark

14   Why didn’t Ralph wake up his friends before he left the cave?  (9)

1 mark

15   Ralph thought the pirates had sailed away.  Why was he wrong?  (11)

1 mark

Wednesday 6th April 2016 – complete in your reading journal

LORD OF THE FLIES
William Golding

[image: image13.jpg]gakaz | gadis
g ot
e e by O e,

et ke

b0 gt e
fegas oy emtat
‘s agand v bt
o i, B ey




A group of English schoolboys, evacuated from a war situation, find themselves on a small tropical island after their plane is shot down. There are no adult survivors. They elect Ralph as their chief, despite the claims of Jack Merridew, the head choir boy, to be leader. The boys have a meeting to decide what they should do and agree to make a signal fire on top of the mountain to attract passing ships. (1)
After some weeks it is clear that Ralph and Jack have different priorities; Ralph tries to build shelters and keep a fire going that has been lit with the help of Piggy’s glasses, whilst Jack hunts for pigs. Meanwhile, some boys are scared of a ‘beast’ they believe is on the Island. While Jack and the hunters are off hunting, a ship is seen on the horizon, but the signal fire on the mountain has gone out. (2)
“All right, all right!” said Jack, looking at Piggy, Ralph and the other boys. “I know my hunters and I promised to keep the fire going, but we need meat. He repeated the word and was rewarded with a murmur of approval from the hunters.  (3)

“But it was a ship,” said Jack. “A ship! We could have been rescued. We could have been on our way home.” This time it was Ralph who received the murmurs of approval.  (4)

“Home,” repeated Piggy. “You and your stupid meat,” said Piggy. “That’s all you think about, Jack Merridew.”  (5)

Jack seized the opportunity. “You shut up,” he snarled at Piggy, and so malevolent was the note in his voice that Piggy lowered his eyes to the ground and stared at his feet.  (6)

Once again Jack turned to Ralph. “I'm sorry. About the fire, I mean. There. I….”  He paused for a few moments. Then… “I apologise.”  (7)


The buzz from the hunters was one of admiration at this handsome behaviour. Clearly they  were of the opinion that Jack had done the right thing, had put himself in the right by his  generous apology and Ralph, somehow or other, was in the wrong. They waited for an appropriately decent response.  (8)

Yet Ralph's throat refused to pass one. He resented, as an addition to Jack's misbehaviour, this verbal trick. The fire was dead, the ship was gone. Could they not see? Anger instead of decency passed his throat.  (9)


“That was a dirty trick.”  (10)

They were silent on the mountain-top while storm clouds appeared in Jack's eyes and passed away. Ralph's final word was an ungracious mutter. “All right. Light the fire.”   (11)
Questions

1.     Why were the boys evacuated from England?
(1)



2 marks
2.     How many grown-ups survive the plane crash?
  (1)



1 mark

3.     How does Ralph become chief?   (1)





1 mark

4.     Who thought he should be chief instead of Ralph?  (1)



1 mark

5.     Why do the boys agree to build a signal fire?  (1)



2 marks

6.     How are the boys able to start a fire?  (2)




1 mark

7.     What is the most important thing for Jack?   Why?  (2)



2 marks

8.     Why do some of the boys become frightened?  (2)



1 mark
9.     Why does a passing ship fail to check out the island?  (2)


1 mark
10    Who was responsible for keeping the signal fire alight?  (2)


1 mark

11    Why did Jack repeat the word ‘meat’?
(3)




1 mark

12    Did Jack’s hunters agree that finding meat was essential?   (3)


1 mark
13    Why did Ralph say the signal fire was so important?  (4)


1 mark

14    Why do you think the hunters now agreed with Ralph?  (4)


1 mark

15    How did Piggy make Jack so furious?  (5)




1 mark

16    How did Jack silence Piggy?  (6)





1 mark

17    What did Jack do that put Ralph on the wrong foot?
(7)


1 mark

18    What did Ralph mean by ‘That was a dirty trick.’
(10)


2 marks

19    What were the ‘storm clouds’ that appeared in Jack’s eyes?  (11)

1 mark
20    Why do you think Ralph said: “All right. Light the fire.”    (11)

1 mark
Thursday 7th  April 2016 – complete in your reading journal

BLACKBEARD THE PIRATE 
[image: image14.jpg]


Edward Teach, better known as ‘Blackbeard’, was the most feared pirate of his time. He sailed the Caribbean Sea during what is called the ‘Golden Age of Piracy’, which lasted roughly from 1700 to 1725. Blackbeard was a skilled sailor and businessman, who knew how to recruit and keep good sailors, intimidate his enemies, and use his fearsome reputation to his best advantage. Blackbeard preferred to avoid fighting, if he could, but he and his men were deadly fighters when they were forced to fight.  (1)
Little is known about Edward Teach’s early life, but it is believed he was born in Bristol around 1680. Like many young men of Bristol – one of England’s biggest ports – he took to the sea as a boy of around 13 years. As he grew up, he saw plenty of fighting during Queen Anne’s War (1702-1713). However, though he was a very able seaman, he was passed over several times for promotion, and this may have made him feel rather bitter. (2)
Sometime between August and October of 1717, Teach managed to secure his own vessel. This was the Revenge which Teach fitted out as a pirate hunter, but the minute he was out of port, he hoisted the Skull and Crossbones and was off in search of rich prey – merchant ships that were carrying gold, silver, sugar and coffee from the New World to Europe. Before long, Teach had a fleet of three ships and 150 pirates under his command. He also gave himself the name of ‘Blackbeard’ – a name that came to be feared on both sides of the Atlantic and across the Caribbean.  (3)

Blackbeard was much more intelligent than your average pirate. He preferred to avoid fighting if he could, and so cultivated a very fearsome reputation. He wore his hair long and had a long black beard. He was tall and broad-shouldered. During battle, he put lengths of slow-burning fuse in his beard and hair. This would sputter and smoke, giving him an altogether demonic look. He also dressed the part: wearing a fur cap or wide hat, high leather boots and a long black coat. He also wore a modified sling with six pistols into combat. No one who ever saw him in action forgot it, and soon Blackbeard had an air of supernatural terror about him. (4)
Blackbeard used fear and intimidation to cause his enemies to surrender without a fight. This was in his best interests, as the victimized ships could be utilized, valuable plunder was not lost and useful men such as carpenters or doctors could be made to join the pirate crew. Generally, if any ship they attacked surrendered peacefully, Blackbeard would loot it and let it go on its way, or put the men aboard some other ship if he decided to keep or sink his victim. There were exceptions, of course: English merchant ships were sometimes treated harshly, as was any ship from Boston, where some pirates had recently been hung.  (5)
Finally, however, the British government had had enough of Blackbeard and sent ships from the Royal Navy after him. On November 22, 1718, they caught up with him, and, fortunately for them, many of Blackbeard’s men were on shore collecting barrels of fresh water.  (6)
Soon there was desperate fighting on Blackbeard’s ship as the marines and pirates fought hand to hand. The English captain, Maynard, managed to wound Blackbeard twice with pistols, but the mighty pirate fought on, his cutlass in his hand. Just as Blackbeard was about to kill the captain, a soldier rushed in and cut the pirate across the neck. The next blow took off Blackbeard's head. Maynard later reported that Blackbeard had been shot no fewer than five times and had received at least twenty serious sword cuts. Their leader gone, the surviving pirates surrendered. Maynard returned victorious to Virginia with Blackbeard's head displayed on the bowsprit of his ship. (7)
Blackbeard's fame lingered long after he was gone. Men who had sailed with him automatically found positions of honour and authority on any other pirate vessel they joined. His legend grew with every retelling: according to some stories, his headless body swam around Maynard's ship several times after it was thrown into the water following the last battle! (8)

Blackbeard has been the subject of several movies, plays and books. Despite little solid evidence, legends persist of Blackbeard's buried treasure, and people still search for it. The wreck of the Revenge was discovered in 1996.  (9)

1.     What was Blackbeard’s real name?   (1)




1 mark
2.     For how many years did the ‘Golden Age of Piracy’ last?  (1)


1 mark
3.     What does it mean that Blackbeard could ‘intimidate’ his enemies?  (1)
2 marks
4.     Why did many young men from Bristol become sailors?  (2)


2 marks

5.     Why did Teach become bitter about being in the navy?   (2)


1 mark

6.     What was the Skull and Cross Bones?  (3)




1 mark

7.     What kind of ‘treasure’ did Blackbeard seize from merchant ships?

1 mark

8.     Explain why Blackbeard dressed so strangely before a fight?
(4)

2 marks

9.     What kind of men were sometimes forced to become pirates?  (5)

2 marks
10    Why did Blackbeard treated ships from Boston harshly?  (5)


1 mark

11    Why was the Royal Navy lucky when they caught up on Blackbeard?  (6)
2 marks

12    Explain how Captain Maynard’s life was saved?  (7)



2 marks
13    Describe one of the legends that grew up about Blackbeard?  (8)

2 marks
14    Do you think there’s a chance that Blackbeard’s treasure can be found? (9)
2 marks

15    Why do you think Blackbeard’s reputation has lasted so long?
(9)

2 marks

Friday 8th  April 2016 – complete in your reading journal

PETER PAN
JM Barrie
It might be difficult to find any child anywhere in the world who has never heard of Peter Pan, the only boy in all the world who never grows up. Peter Pan spends his never-ending childhood having adventures on the small island of Neverland where he leads his gang, the Lost Boys in a world of mermaids, Indians, fairies, pirates, and occasionally ordinary children from the world outside.  (1)
In this extract Peter finally comes face to face with his arch-enemy, Captain James Hook, and, as Peter says “It’s you or me this time.”  (2)
HOOK OR ME THIS TIME

Suddenly Hook found himself face to face with Peter. The others drew back and formed a ring around them. For long the two enemies look at one another, Hook shuddering slightly, and Peter with a strange smile on his face.  (3)

“So, Pan,” said Hook at last, “this is all your doing.”  (4)

“Ay, James Hook,” came the stern answer, “it is all my doing.”  (5)

“Proud and insolent youth,” said Hook, “prepare to meet thy doom.”  (6)


“Dark and sinister man,” Peter answered, “have at thee.”  (7)

Without more words they fell to, and for a space there was no advantage to either blade. Peter was a superb swordsman, and parried with dazzling rapidity; ever and anon he followed up a feint with a lunge that got past his foe's defence, but his shorter reach stood him in ill stead, and he could not drive the steel home.  (8)
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Then he sought to close in and finish Peter off with his iron hook, which all this time had been pawing the air; but Peter doubled under it and, lunging fiercely, pierced him in the ribs. At the sight of his own blood, whose peculiar colour, you remember, was offensive to him, the sword fell from Hook's hand, and he was at Peter's mercy.  (9))

“Now!” cried all the boys, but with a magnificent gesture Peter invited his opponent to pick up his sword. Hook did so instantly, but with a tragic feeling that Peter was showing good form.  Hook was fighting now without hope, but there was one thing left he could do – he, James Hook, was a gentleman, but before he went into the cold and dark he would show that Peter Pan was not!  (10))

Abandoning the fight he rushed into the powder magazine and fired it. “In two minutes,” he cried, “the ship will be blown to pieces.”  (11)

“Now I shall show that Peter Pan is a coward,” he thought.  But calmly Peter picked up the powder barrel, shook it by his ear, and just as calmly through it over the side of the ship where it exploded with a tremendous Bang!  (12)

It was almost all over for Captain Hook, and he knew it. The boys danced around him, teasing him, taunting him, the youngest even daring to stick out their tongues at him. O, the shame of it!  (13)

Backwards, always backwards, staggered Hook until he was the farthest end of the gangplank where so many had been forced to fall into the sea. And, seeing the boy advance towards him along the plank, he turned ready to let himself fall into the sea. (14)

But wait! We must not let Captain James Hook die such an ignoble death. He has been a grand enemy for the boy, so we shall allow him one last triumph. The man reaches the end of the gangplank. He turns his back on the boy and bends over to look into the deep blue sea. And Peter, quite forgetting his manners, boots him up the backside. And down goes James Hook, down, down, into the jaws of the crocodile who has paddled patiently around waiting for this delicious moment.  (15)

“Farewell, you rude boy,” he smiles, as he disappears content at last. (16)
1.     What is unique about Peter Pan?   (1)





1 mark

2.     Why did the boys form a ring around Hook and Peter?  (1)


1 mark

3.     What does Peter mean: “It’s you or me this time.” ?
(2)


1 mark

4.     What disadvantage did Peter have in the duel?  (8)



2 marks

5.     How did Hook try to end fight?  (9)





2 marks
6.     What shock did Hook suddenly get?  (9)




2 marks

7.     How did Peter show he always played fair?  (10)



2 marks
8.     What did Hook want to show before Peter finished him off?  (10)

2 marks
9.     Why do you think Hook tried to blow up the whole ship?  (11)

2 marks
10    How did Peter react to the danger?  (12)




1 mark
11    Why did Hook begin to feel ashamed?  (13)




2 marks
12    What did Hook prepare to do?  (14)





1 mark

13    Why does the writer say “Wait!”  (15)





2 marks

14    How does Peter forget his manners?  (15)




1 mark

15    Why is Captain James Hook ‘content’ at last?  (16)



2 marks
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